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challenge to her state; and as an effective check to the baiting
of her Archbishop, she admitted Whitgift to the Privy Council,,
the first and only ecclesiastic during her reign to be given that
honour.

Between the Parliament of 15 84-5 and the next in 15 86-7, the
Puritans were busy preparing a Parliamentary campaign beside
which their first looks pale. Each district conference, or Classh^
undertook a survey of the state of the Church in its neighbour-
hood, with the object of showing the need for reform, taking
care to characterize the incumbent.c A common gamester and
pot-companion31; 'much suspected of Popery, cometh very sel-
dom to his church, and is a whoremaster';c a very youth, a dicer,
his father bought his benefice dear'; 'one that feareth the Lord
unfeignedly *: such were some of the descriptions. The district
returns were grouped and digested county by county, and then
attached to a General Supplication to be delivered to Parlia-
ment. When the elections approached, they undertook election
campaigns with the help of gentry of their persuasion; and pre-
vailed upon a group of members to consult together and under-
take their business in the House of Commons. To round their
elaborate preparations off, they held a synod in London during
Parliament, from which to direct the attack. In some respects
this campaign is the most significant episode in the whole his-
tory of the reign, for these Puritan ministers were teaching
England the secret of effective parliamentary action,, by means
of which power was ultimately to be wrested from the mon-
archy.

One of the group which met to prepare the Puritan campaign
in the House of Commons was Peter Wentworth, a brother-in-
law of Walsingham's, and a man eof a whet and vehement
spirit', born to be in trouble. He was an interesting sample of a
great age. In his first Parliament he had been on a committee
sent to the House of Lords to explain why the Commons had
cut out some of the Thirty-nine Articles in a bill they had drawn
giving them statutory sanction. The House, he declared, had
had no time to see how the missing Articles agreed with the
word of God. * What! * exclaimed Archbishop Parker, quite outy